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eyes of foreign nations, from that lack of continuity, said by foreign critics to be inseparable from party government. In the "Talents," ministry, formed on Pitt's death, January 1806, Fox for the third time became Foreign Secretary; he had already been in correspondence with Napoleon on the subject of ending the war. Lord Yarmouth, so conspicuous at various foreign capitals in our diplomacy of a few years earlier, was one of the English travellers whom Napoleon had seized and kept a prisoner ever since the rupture of the Peace of Amiens; he was now chosen by Fox to discuss terms of accommodation with Talleyrand, The conditions peremptorily to be insisted upon by him were the restitution of Hanover to England, the handing over of Sicily to England or her allies, and the British retention of Malta and the Cape of Good Hope. Yarmouth did his work perfectly, but failed to keep Talleyrand to the conditions accepted and advanced by Napoleon. Mrs Bouverie's house was then a great social centre on the Whig side. Here Fox arranged a later mission to Napoleon with Lord Lauderdale, but with no better result than the former. As in 1806 Fox carried on the foreign policy of Pitt, so after Fox was Napoleon dealt with in the same manner first by Howick, the future Earl Grey of the Reform Bill, secondly by his Foreign Office successor, George Canning.